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CHeCk oUT oUr 
New look:

The Rose Education Foundation has 

a bright new look. Visit our website 

today at RoseEducation.org!

This year, the Foundation celebrated its 10th year as an official charitable organization with a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 

status. Throughout the years, as our Momostenango and Chimaltenango schools have worked towards accomplishing 

self-sustainability, the Foundation has refocused its efforts to the founding school, Colegio Mesoamericano de Patzi-

cia. It's hard to imagine our humble beginnings when you visit our Patzicia School these days. We started with about 

40 students from the poorest families in town. We rented a house and used the bedrooms as classrooms. Children 

of ages K-6 sat on cinder blocks and makeshift tables. The next year the number of students doubled and we have 

experienced growth and progress year after year. In 2005 we moved into our new campus on our very own land. This 

has made a huge difference to our 230 students. The school has proudly earned the reputation of being the best in the 

area. Many parents line up each year to enroll their children. Not all are able to get in. Our facilities have topped out. 

Children love our school. They love learning. Our students, whether they go on to other schools, college, or work, are 

meeting success. One of them, Gladys, became a schoolteacher and is now teaching with us. Edwin, an orphan child, 

graduated this year and is already an Architect’s Aid. He will be working on the design of our new auditorium. We are 

accomplishing our mission and fulfilling our vision. This is only possible thanks to the hard work and selfless giving of 

many individuals to whom we express our deep gratitude. I would also like to recognize our other US Board Members: 

Tom Branch, Ken Evans, and Julio Salazar as well as our Guatemalan Board Members and thank them for their hard 

work and efforts for our cause. 

—Nedra Roney

Guatemala is the most beautiful place in the world, and Momostenango is the best place in Guatemala to 

do volunteer work. I spent 2008 teaching the preschool, kindergarten, first, second, and third-graders in 

Colegio Mesoamericano. They learned English, and I learned patience, lesson planning techniques, and pre-

sentation skills; and also developed an immense love for the people of this country. In addition to teaching 

five classes, the school involved me in a few other projects; such as painting a mural on playground wall, 

reorganizing the library, and interviewing the economically-struggling students and their families in order 

to create a web page to find sponsors for these children (MesoMomos.org). Living with a host family was 

the perfect situation for me because it gave me a chance to 

experience true Guatemalan culture, and I got to practice my 

Spanish. During vacations and on weekends I traveled to ruins, 

beaches, natural springs, jungles and lakes, bought souvenirs 

and took thousands of pictures. This year in Guatemala has 

changed my life, and I've been able to influence the lives of 

over two hundred children. To anyone searching for an oppor-

tunity to serve, an adventure, or both, I recommend working  

for Colegio Mesoamericano! 

—Leah Anderson
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